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B y day, Kathy Ryan is a mild-mannered reporter ... 
by night (when not covering city council meetings!), 
she’s a grandmotherly stand-up comic. She explains 

herself to Pointe Magazine:

How long have you been doing stand-up comedy? 
Ten months, started last fall. 

Where have you appeared? Mark Ridley’s Comedy 
Castle, The Cabbage Patch Saloon in Grosse Pointe Park, 
Detroit Pub in Clinton Township and Woody’s in Royal Oak.

WHY did you decide to do this? I saw a promo for a 
class in stand-up comedy at Mark Ridley’s the week of my 
68th birthday, and I gave it to myself as a birthday present. 
I just thought it would be something fun and different to do, 
but little did I know how hard it would be. I have a whole new 
appreciation for those comedians who go out night after night 
and actually do this for a living. But as hard as it is, it is also 
a lot of fun. I have met some great people, lots of very funny 
young people and a few oldies like myself. 

What does your family think about this? Is your 
granddaughter embarrassed? (Most teens are!) My 
granddaughter loves it; she comes to most of my shows and 
usually brings some friends. I think she enjoys being around 
all the young comedians; she just uses me as an excuse. My 
children never thought I was very funny when I was nagging 
them about cleaning their rooms or studying for the math test, 

but they’ve seen my act and loved it.

What are your favorite lines, topics? Everyone over 
65 needs two things: Lipitor and a sense of humor. Mainly, I 
focus on the travails of dating while on Social Security. Most 
of my jokes are a bit bawdy, but who says senior citizens can’t 
appreciate a good joke?

Are you scared going on stage? For someone doing 
comedy, your biggest fear is that people won’t laugh. So far, 
people are laughing, so that helps. I wasn’t that scared of going 
on stage; my biggest fear was that I would forget my lines. I 
do a six-minute set, and for someone who can’t remember her 
cell phone number, remembering six minutes of material was 
a real challenge. But I spend about 20 minutes a day every day 
going over the material; so it does get easier. 

How long has it been since your husband passed 
away? What would he think of you doing this? John 
passed away in 2010. I think he’d be my biggest fan.

Anything else you want to share? If there are any single 
men out there, let’s get together. Call me on my cell, 248-574 ... 
wait ... that’s 248-574-8 ... oh, heck, I can never remember that 
number. Wait, has anyone seen my phone? I can never find it, 
either. Oh, never mind. Just come out to a comedy club some 
night and enjoy the laughs.

You can find Kathy Ryan on Facebook!
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“I went out to buy a new car recently, and I went into 

the car dealership and the salesman said, ‘ ... will the Mr. 

be joining us?’ I said, ‘Only if you brought a shovel.’ ”

P


